

ADOPTED 1/25/11


Introduced by Council Member Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2011-67-A
A RESOLUTION DECLARING FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2011 AS “NATIONAL WEAR RED DAY” IN JACKSONVILLE AND URGING RESIDENTS TO WEAR RED TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST WOMEN’S HEART DISEASE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, diseases of the heart are the nation’s leading cause of death, stroke is the fourth leading cause of death, and cardiovascular disease claims the lives of over 421,000 American females each year, approximately one death per minute; and


WHEREAS, too many women die each year because they are unaware that heart disease is their No. 1 killer, even as 52% of all deaths due to cardiovascular disease and 60% of stroke deaths occur in females; and 


WHEREAS, in 2007, the direct and indirect cost of cardiovascular diseases in the U.S., including stroke, was estimated to be $286 billion; and

WHEREAS, nearly as many women die of heart disease, stroke, and all other cardiovascular diseases as die of the next four leading causes of death combined, including all cancers, but only 16% of women surveyed in 2009 identified cardiovascular disease as the greatest health problem facing them; and 


WHEREAS, February is designated as American Heart Month and Go Red For Women® is the American Heart Association’s national call to increase awareness about heart disease — the leading cause of death for women — and to inspire women to take charge of their heart health; and


WHEREAS, all women should learn their own personal risk for heart disease, using tools such as the American Heart Association’s My Life Check, Go Red For Women® Heart CheckUp, Go Red For Women® Better U, and by talking to their healthcare provider; and


WHEREAS, making the right choices relating to proper nutrition, physical activity, and other healthy lifestyle choices are essential to living a heart healthy life; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes the importance of the ongoing fight against heart disease and stroke by proclaiming Friday, February 4, 2011, to be NATIONAL WEAR RED DAY in Jacksonville and urges all citizens to show their support for women and the fight against heart disease by commemorating this day by the wearing of the color red.  By increasing awareness, speaking up about heart disease, and giving women opportunities to reduce the risk for cardiovascular disease, we can save thousands of lives each year.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the day being commemorated occurs before the next Council meeting.
Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman_________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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